PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017

9:00 a.m.
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
Announcements, Silent Meditation, Personal Confession
WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
Advent Worship – Waiting and Watchful

PRELUDE
*OPENING SONG

“All Earth is Hopeful” (v. 1 & 3)

ELW 266
(attached)

*INVOCATION
1
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!
3
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
4
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
5
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
6
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.
7
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem. (Psalm 130)
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live
according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:6-7)
(Silence for self-reflection and examination)
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love.
According to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from
our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new
and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy
Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit.
Amen. (from Psalm 51)
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God
forgives you all your sins. For thus says the Lord: I will sprinkle clean water upon you and you
shall be made clean. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will
remove from your body the heart of stone and will give you a heart of flesh. You shall be my
people, and I will be your God. (from Ezekiel 36:25-28)
Amen.
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CHOIR
Advent Candle Lighting

“Christ be our Light”

Words & Music by Bernadette Farrell
Setting by Joel Raney

Third Sunday – Hope for Those Who Are Watching
Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Grant us vision to behold your glory.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the
grace of Christ as we speak.
Candle Lighting
This morning we light three candles. The first candle reminds us of those who find themselves in a
season of waiting, resting in hopeful anticipation for God to act. The second candle is for anyone
feeling weakened and wearied by the circumstances of life. We echo the cry of scripture to renew
their strength and increase their power. The third candle awakens our spiritual senses, challenging us
to embrace the glory of God, as we await our Savior’s promised coming.
CONGREGATION: The congregation is invited to join in singing the closing.
Christ be our Light; Shine in our Hearts, Shine Through the Darkness
Christ be our Light; Shine in your Church, Gathered Today
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of eternity, you called faithful people through tout the ages to behold your glory. We
acknowledge you call us to the same awareness today. We confess at times our spiritual senses
are stifled. Rekindle a new awareness of your everlasting glory. We stand in awe of your deeds
and ask you to repeat them in our day. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.
CHOIR

“African Advent Alleluia”

Words & Music by Ruth Elaine Schram

FIRST READING
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a
2

garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his
glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD love justice, I hate
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the
LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her
jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 126
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
2
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said
among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."
3
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
1

SECOND READING
Thessalonians 5:16-24
16
17
18
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” v. 2

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
Embracing all things far and nigh:
In strength and beauty come and stay
Teach us your will and guide our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice!Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.
3

ELW 257

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 1
Glory to you, O Lord.
*GOSPEL READING
John 1:6-8, 19-28
6
7
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not
the Messiah." 21And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you
the prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23He said, "I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they
had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" 26John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandal." 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Pr. Bob Coughlin
“Love Has Come”

ELW 292
(attached)

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (respond: “hear our prayer”)
*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(share God’s peace with those around you)
GIVING OF OUR OFFERING
4

OFFERTORY

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” v. 4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION
All who believe in the words, "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins" are welcome to come to the Lord's table. (Grape
juice is on outside rim of serving tray. Gluten-free wafers are available. Ask your server)

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*BENEDICTION
In all your Advent preparations, remain watchful with your eyes on Christ, whose birth in a manger
is but a promise of his coming again in glory. And may the blessing of God, Father, + Son and
Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
Amen
*SENDING SONG

“People Look East”

*DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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ELW 248
(attached)

WE GO AND WORK IN THE LORD’S KINGDOM
Ministers: All who believe
Piano:
Acolyte:
Flowers:
Ushers/Lector:
December Council:
December Altar Guild:

Pastors: Bob Coughlin & Jeff Redlin

Nancy Murdock
Stara Bell & Dani Larson
Cindy Gee
Mattson Family/Lisa McCurley
Jackie Currey/Derrick Monson/John Gillis
Julie Hanson/Jinx Sorensen/Misty Redlin

Prayers for Healing and Hope
Pr. Jeff is home recovering from this week’s surgery
Jeff Balahan, friend of Sandi Joubert, recently diagnosed with cancer of the vocal cords; radiation for 6 weeks.
Kathy Gottlob, friend of Gayle Clifford
Gib Carter, Harvey Carter’s brother.
Trish Severson’s sister Sandra Olson, underwent successful brain surgery November 14th to remove a cyst. She did have another surgery, but is now
home & recovering! The power of prayers!
Andy Bolich’s mother, Melanie, recovering from October 31 surgery for a brain aneurism.
Brandon Thurston undergoing tests and wearing a heart monitor to determine what further treatment is needed.
Earl Peterson, brother-in-law of Harvey & Laura Carter, fighting cancer of the spine. Fluid is building up in his lungs.
Kyle Sando's mom in Bismarck, ND. Please pray for healing and comfort.
Please pray for God's healing for Audrey Vitarius’s friends, Meredith & Bob. Pray that treatments will be effective..
Bea Koehler, experiencing more limitations because of her health. Continued prayers are appreciated.
Darrell Ross, brother of Glyn Ross, stage 4 non-hodgekins lymphoma. He has received the stemcell transplant.
Cindy Sherman’s daughter in law Jennifer diagnosed with thyroid cancer. Please pray for successful treatment.
Jim Moss, continued prayers for improving health…..the prayers are working!
Prayers for Leo & Carole Mestas (Misty Redlin’s parents) for ongoing health issues.
Ali Gauger, rodeo friend of the Bolich family, injured in a serious horse accident in Sept. She continues to make progress.
Joni Sando’s mother, Mary Gaub, continues to battle cancer. Continued prayers are appreciated.
Harvey Carter, prayers for health.
Prayers for Joy and Thanksgiving
Troy, Megan & Anders Paulson welcomed Finn Oliver on October 23.
Tiina and Steve Smith’s daughter and son-in-law Jen & Ryan Senef welcomed healthy Ellie Ryan on October 4.

Prayers for Comfort and Peace

Prayers for Blessings and Encouragement
Abigail Ross as she serves with Koenes Ministries at Casa de Esperanza in San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico
Steve & Judi Cochran as they minister and teach in South Sudan.
Christ’s Gift Academy in Mbita, Kenya
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